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The President of the United States of America, Barack Obama, and the President of the 
Russian Federation, Dmitriy A. Medvedev, noted that the Treaty on the Reduction and 
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms (START Treaty), which expires in December 2009, has 
completely fulfilled its intended purpose and that the maximum levels for strategic offensive 
arms recorded in the Treaty were reached long ago. They have therefore decided to move 
further along the path of reducing and limiting strategic offensive arms in accordance with U.S. 
and Russian obligations under Article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons. 

The Presidents decided to begin bilateral intergovernmental negotiations to work out a 
new, comprehensive, legally binding agreement on reducing and limiting strategic offensive 
arms to replace the START Treaty. The United States and the Russian Federation intend to 
conclude this agreement before the Treaty expires in December. In this connection, they 
instructed their delegations at the negotiations to proceed on basis of the following: 

• The subject of the new agreement will be the reduction and limitation of strategic 
offensive arms;  

• In the future agreement the Parties will seek to record levels of reductions in strategic 
offensive arms that will be lower than those in the 2002 Moscow Treaty on Strategic 
Offensive Reductions, which is currently in effect; 

• The new agreement will mutually enhance the security of the Parties and predictability 
and stability in strategic offensive forces, and will include effective verification 
measures drawn from the experience of the Parties in implementing the START 
Treaty. 

They directed their negotiators to report on progress achieved in working out the new 
agreement by July 2009. 

NOTE: An original was not available for verification of the content of this joint statement. 
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